
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MEDFORD WATER COMMISSION 
 

July 15, 2015 
 

 
The regular meeting of the Medford Water Commission was called to order at 12:37 p.m. on the above 
date at the Medford City Hall Lausmann Annex, Room 151/157 with the following commissioners and 
staff present: 
 
Chair Leigh Johnson; Commissioners Jason Anderson, John Dailey, Lee Fortier, Bob Strosser 
 
Manager Larry Rains, Medford Deputy City Attorney John Huttl; Deputy City Recorder Karen Spoonts; 
Administrative Coordinator Betsy Martin; Administrative Specialist Yvette Finstad; Principal Engineer Eric 
Johnson; Finance Administrator Tessa DeLine; Public Information Coordinator Laura Hodnett; Water 
Quality Director Rosie Pindilli; Operations Superintendent Ken Johnson; TS Administrator Kris Stitt 
 
Guests: Medford Councilmember Chris Corcoran; Central Point Mayor and Liaison Hank Williams; 
Central Point City Manager Chris Clayton; Phoenix City Manager/Recorder Steve Dahl  
 
3. Approval or Correction of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 1, 2015 
 The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
4. Comments from Audience 
 4.1 Central Point Mayor Hank Williams thought the rate study time line for comments is tight and 

were unsure if they would receive the information in time to present their comments to the 
MWC. Manager Rains remarked that they should have received the spreadsheets today and 
that will be the final information needed. Mr. Rains also noted that there will be two rate study 
meetings to allow everyone time to speak. 

 
5. Written Communications 
 5.1 Letter from ACCESS 

A funding request letter was received from ACCESS, which is one of three agencies that 
receive annual grants from the Commission for low-income, water bill payment assistance. The 
emergency assistance grants have been included in the Commission’s budget since 2003 and 
were increased to $5,000 per agency in 2014. Staff met with ACCESS earlier this year to 
discuss expanding the scope of their assistance to include location and repair of water leaks, in 
order to proactively address high water use. The screening of applicants and disbursement of 
funds are handled by each agency. Staff recommended approval. 

 
The Board discussed the amount the agencies have received throughout the years; 
Administrative Coordinator Martin noted that staff met with ACCESS to see if they could add 
flexibility on those who can receive grants as noted above. Mr. Rains noted that we will receive 
information on what they are giving out. Commissioner Dailey requested information from 
ACCESS on the breakdown by the next MWC meeting; Mr. Rains stated that he might not have 
it by the next meeting but will present it to the Board once it is received. Commissioner Strosser 
noted that the agencies who receive the grants try to determine what the intent of the MWC is; 
the Board discussed this further. Public Information Coordinator Hodnett provided further 
information about how ACCESS would only help one person once a year and this was clarified; 
she also noted that many people have leaks, are also low income, and they could be helped 
from one of these grants. Mr. Rains stated that he can get a tally from all those who receive the 
grants; Commissioner Anderson noted that we should receive that from each entity before they 
receive any grant money. Commissioner Johnson noted that he was on the ACCESS board for 
several years and they were very tight giving money out. 
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6. Authorization of Vouchers 
Motion: Authorize the Manager and the Recorder to issue check-warrants in payment of invoices for a 
total amount of $526,053.94 
Moved by: Mr. Dailey Seconded by: Mr. Fortier 
Roll Call: Commissioners Anderson, Dailey, Fortier, Johnson, and Strosser voting yes; Anderson recused 
himself from the Asante and C&C vouchers; Fortier recused himself from the Rogue Disposal, Rogue 
Shed and Rogue Transfer vouchers. 
Motion carried and so ordered.   
 
7. Engineer’s Report (Principal Engineer Eric Johnson) 
 7.1 Duff Water Treatment Plant Floc/Sed Basins – The submittal review process continues. 

Demolition activities have begun. The earthen lagoon control structures, piping and baffles 
have been removed. Some of the preliminary grading has started. Pipe and pipe fittings are 
being delivered to the site. 

 
 7.2 Vilas Road 16” Water Main Inter-tie – The second portion of the 16” water main has passed the 

bacterial test and the two portions of the 16” water main are connected and functional. The final 
lane grinding and pavement overlay is complete. A walk through with Jackson County Road 
Department was performed yesterday and a punch list compiled, which are currently being 
worked on. 

 
 7.3 Avenue H 12” Water Main Replacement – All of the 12” water main has passed the bacteria 

testing. The mills and the businesses have been tie over and the 12” water main is fully 
functional. The trench paving is scheduled for Thursday.   

 
 7.4 Hwy 62 14” Water Main Reroute – ODOT has located a future road sign that will impact the 

existing 12” water main on Hwy 62. Staff is currently working with ODOT, Marquess, and OBEC 
on the relocation plan. 

 
 7.5 Master Plan Updates – Staff has started the Quality Base Selection (QBS) process with CH2M 

Hill for the scope of services to update the three master plans: Water Distribution System 
Facility Plan, the Robert A. Duff Water Treatment Plant Facility Plan and the Water 
Management and Conservation Plan. 

 
Commissioner Dailey questioned if it would be cheaper if ODOT moved their sign; Principal 
Engineer Johnson noted that staff did check that out but it was determined that the future sign 
location will stay. 

 
Commissioner Anderson questioned if the Duff Floc/Sed Basin study session would be at Duff; 
Mr. Johnson stated that it would. Commissioner Anderson requested a tour at that time. 

 
Commissioner Dailey questioned when the studies would be done; Mr. Johnson noted they will 
be done in the final form by June of next year. 

 
8. Water Quality Report (Water Quality Director Rosie Pindilli) 
 8.1 Water Quality Director Rosie Pindilli stated that she wanted to answer questions the Board had 

asked about algae toxins and showed a video pertaining to Willamette River. She noted that 
testing needs to be done so that the MWC looks good; the EPA strongly suggests that we 
monitor at our intake. Commissioner Anderson questioned if we do that; Ms. Pindilli noted that 
we are not required to but we do test every two weeks and commented that our water is a 
drinking water source. She read from a report that she gave to the Board a few weeks ago and 
stated that something we didn’t know before (but was presented in the video) was that it can 
travel downstream for miles. Ms. Pindilli stated that increased testing will be done as Lost 
Creek Lake is no longer being monitored. 
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Commissioner Strosser thanked Ms. Pindilli for taking the initiative to test before it was 
required. He noted that we had a surplus amount of fittings because of change in standards 
and questioned if we ever tested City Hall’s water. Operations Superintendent Ken Johnson 
noted that those fittings were mainline fittings and it is not the MWC’s responsibility for water 
quality once it leaves the meter. Mr. Rains noted we don’t take samples of public facilities 
unless we are asked to. Commissioner Strosser would like to see that done for the Annex and 
then we would have a baseline; Commissioner Johnson agreed. Mr. Rains questioned if they 
are talking about City Hall and the County and school properties. Commissioner Strosser noted 
that we would defer to them to do their own testing; Commissioner Anderson thought that the 
schools have tested once. Commissioner Dailey noted that once it hits the service user it is up 
to them to know their own facility. Commissioner Strosser would like the Deputy City Attorney 
Huttl, representing both the City and the MWC, to check whether MWC had a legal duty to do 
that and wondered if we needed permission. He suggested communication with the City about 
this. Commissioner Dailey requested Council liaison Chris Corcoran to deliver the information 
to Council. Commissioner Corcoran questioned what would be the cost of the test; Ms. Pindilli 
provided information on bacterial as well as plumbing materials that can be absorbed in the 
water and that the total cost could be $250/275 per location for metals and bacteria testing. 
Algae testing would be a separate test. Commissioner Stosser was concerned with metals and 
bacteria. Commissioner Anderson noted that with testing four different areas it could be several 
thousand dollars for several locations. Ms. Pindilli stated she could do an in-house test for 
copper and zinc. Commissioner Strosser questioned if she had tested before; Ms. Pindilli stated 
that she has randomly one time before. Commissioner Anderson questioned if we are in 
compliance. Ms. Pindilli stated that we are in compliance to the meter but the water in the 
Annex building without running for a long period of time was not. Mr. Rains noted that water sits 
in the pipe without use overnight as is typical of many buildings.  

 
Motion: Direct staff to test water in the Lausmann Annex for metal and bacteriological contaminants 
 

Commissioner Anderson questioned if the test would be different on a weekend vs. midweek. 
Commissioner Strosser thought that should be left for staff to determine as they are more of an 
expert in that area. Mr. Rains would like all time parameters tested but noted that there may be 
non-compliance issues found at different times and what to do with that information may have 
to be determined. Commissioner Strosser noted that he is concerned with those that work in 
the building.  

 
Moved by: Mr. Dailey Seconded by: Mr. Fortier 
Roll Call: Commissioners Anderson, Dailey, Fortier, Johnson, and Strosser voting yes. 
Motion carried and so ordered.    
 

Commissioner Dailey questioned if ozone is the best treatment option for algae toxins; Ms. 
Pindilli stated that it is and treatment is based on how much algae is in the water. 

 
Out of sequence 
 
10. Operations Report (Operations Superintendent Ken Johnson) 
 10.1 Staff is keeping up with the City of Medford and Jackson County paving projects and is 

preparing for Friday’s inventory. The MWC has solicited for quote documents for fire hydrant 
paving which are due August 6. Finally the CIP projects have kept staff busy and have helped 
Principal Engineer Johnson’s projects to move forward. 

 
Commissioner Johnson complimented Operations Superintendent Johnson’s department; he 
stated that he received a phone call from a customer on White Oak but was unsure about who 
to call regarding water at the home. Commissioner Johnson stated that the MWC was there by 
the time he got there; water was coming up from the pavement. The leak was all done and 
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corrected on a Sunday afternoon within a short time. Mr. Johnson remarked on a main break 
on Crater Lake Avenue years ago and thought that would happen this time. 

 
9. Finance Report (Finance Administrator Tessa DeLine) 
 9.1 Finance is still focused on getting caught up and addressing the remaining items that need to 

be corrected as a result of the software conversion. Meanwhile, staff is working towards our 
year-end close and preparing for the annual audit that will occur in a few short months. 

 
 9.2 The MWC received the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 

Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2014. Staff feels very fortunate to have earned this distinction given 
all of the items that the Finance Department has had to work through these past few years. 

  
  Commissioner Strosser commented on the great report. 
 
  Commissioner Johnson wanted everyone to wish Manager Larry Rains a happy birthday. 
 
Back in sequence 
 
11. Manager/Other Staff Reports 
 11.1 The second tentative workshop for the Water Rates Workshop II will be Wednesday,  

September 9 at Duff starting at 1:30 pm. Mr. Rains stated that he would like two Board 
members attend. Mr. Rains spoke about the timeline and when rates are expected to be raised.  
Commissioner Dailey stated that he will be at the August 12 meeting. The Board agreed to the 
second workshop date but was not sure who would be attending. 

 
 11.2 The joint study session with Medford City Council will be Thursday, October 8 at 11:30 a.m. 

held at the Carnegie. 
 
 11.3 Glenda Owens, City Recorder, is resigning as of this Friday; Karen Spoonts will be the interim 

City Recorder. The check signing process will now have both Karen Spoonts and Larry Rains 
signatures on them. 

 
 11.4 Gary Brenneman is the owner of the property that is next to the MWC staff parking lot; he 

informed Mr. Rains that he will be putting his property up for sale and questioned if the MWC 
would be interested in it. Mr. Rains stated that it might be something that the Board may want to 
purchase. The assessment is $47,000 and is .07 acres. Mr. Rains questioned if the Board is 
interested in it. Commissioner Anderson questioned who owns the current property that the 
MWC employees park on; Mr. Huttl stated that it is the City of Medford by and through the 
MWC.  The Charter states that the COM buys through the MWC; when you buy a piece of 
property for a purchase it is restricted in its usages and MWC would have control on how it is 
handled.  

 
  Commissioner Anderson would like to investigate this further. It was stated that the MWC would 

have to bear the cost of the appraisal. The Board agreed. 
 
12. Propositions and Remarks from the Commissioners 
 12.1 None 
 
The Board adjourned to executive session at 1:24 p.m. 
The Board reconvened at 1:53 p.m. with the same members present. 
 
Commissioner Johnson stated that he will be on vacation for the month of August. 
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13. Adjourn 
 There being no further business, this Commission meeting adjourned at 1:53 p.m. The proceedings of 

the Medford Water Commission meeting were recorded on tape and are filed in the Water 
Commission’s Office. The complete agenda of this meeting is filed in the Water Commission’s Office. 

 
 
 
 
Karen M. Spoonts, MMC 
Deputy City Recorder 
Clerk of the Commission 


